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(2) A request that the other Federal
agency notify the Administrator imme-
diately upon receipt of any request for
disclosure of the information; and

(3) A request that all copies of the in-
formation be returned to the Adminis-
trator for secure storage or disposal
promptly after the Federal agency de-
termines that it no longer needs the in-
formation for its official use.

(g) When satisfied that adequate pro-
tection against public disclosure exists,
applicants should provide the State
agency with confidential and propri-
etary information which the State
agency maintains is necessary to make
a reasoned decision on the consistency
of the proposal. State agency requests
for such information must be related to
the necessity of having such informa-
tion to assess adequately the coastal
zone effects of the proposal.

§971.803 Relinquishment and
render of licenses and permits.

sur-

(a) Any licensee or permittee may at
any time, without penalty:

(1) Surrender to the Administrator a
license or permit issued to the licensee
or permittee; or

(2) Relinquish to the Administrator,
in whole or in part, any right to con-
duct any exploration or commercial re-
covery activities authorized by the li-
cense or permit.

(b) Any licensee or permittee who
surrenders, or relinquishes any right
under, a license or permit will remain
liable with respect to all violations and
penalties incurred, and damage to per-
sons or property caused, by the li-
censee or permittee as a result of ac-
tivities engaged in by the licensee or
permittee under the license or permit.

§971.804 Amendment to regulations
for conservation, protection of the
environment, and safety of life and
property at sea.

The Administrator may amend the
regulations in this part and 15 CFR
part 970 at any time as the Adminis-
trator determines to be necessary and
appropriate in order to provide for the
conservation of natural resources, pro-
tection of the environment, or the safe-
ty of life and property at sea. The
amended regulations will apply to all
exploration or commercial recovery ac-

§971.900

tivities conducted under any license or
permit issued or maintained pursuant
to this part or 15 CFR part 970, except
that amended regulations which pro-
vide for conservation of natural re-
sources will apply to activities con-
ducted under an existing license or per-
mit during the present term of that li-
cense or permit only if the Adminis-
trator determines that the amended
regulations providing for conservation
of natural resources will not impose se-
rious or irreparable economic hardship
on the licensee or permittee. Any
amendment to regulations under this
section will be made pursuant to the
procedures in subpart I of this part.

§971.805 Computation of time.

Except where otherwise specified,
Saturdays, Sundays and Federal Gov-
ernment holidays will be included in
computing the time period allowed for
filing any document or paper under
this part or 156 CFR part 970, but when
a time period expires on any of these
days, that time period will be extended
to include the next following Federal
Government work day. Filing periods
expire at the close of business on the
day specified, for the office specified.

Subpart I—Uniform Procedures

§971.900 Applicability.

The regulations of this subpart gov-
ern the following hearings conducted
by NOAA under this part and under 15
CFR part 970:

(a) All adjudicatory hearings re-
quired by section 116(b) of the Act to be
held on the following actions upon a
finding by the Administrator that one
or more specific and material issues of
fact exist which require resolution by
formal process, including but not lim-
ited to:

(1) All applications for issuance or
transfer of licenses or permits;

(2) All proposed TCRs on a license or
permit; and

(3) All proposals to modify signifi-
cantly a license or permit;

(b) Hearings conducted under section
105(b)(3) of the Act on objection by a 1li-
censee or permittee to any term, condi-
tion or restriction in a license or per-
mit, or to modification thereto, where
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§971.901

the licensee or ©permittee dem-
onstrates, after final action by the Ad-
ministrator on the objection, that a
dispute remains as to a material issue
of fact;

(c) Hearings conducted in accordance
with section 106(b) of the Act pursuant
to a timely request by an applicant or
a licensee or permittee for review of:

(1) A proposed denial of issuance or
transfer of a license or permit; or

(2) A proposed suspension or modi-
fication of particular activities under a
license or permit after a Presidential
determination pursuant to section
106(a)(2)(B) of the Act;

(d) Hearings conducted in accordance
with section 308(c) of the Act to amend
regulations for the purpose of con-
servation of natural resources, protec-
tion of the environment, and safety of
life and property at sea;

(e) Hearings conducted in accordance
with §971.302 or 15 CFR 970.407 on a pro-
posal to deny certification of an appli-
cation; and

(f) Hearings conducted in accordance
with 156 CFR part 970, subpart C to de-
termine priority of right among
preenactment explorers.

§971.901 Formal hearing procedures.

(a) General. (1) All hearings described
in §971.900 are governed by subpart C of
15 CFR part 904, as modified by this
section. The rules in this subpart take
precedence over 15 CFR part 904, sub-
part C, to the extent there is a conflict.

(2) Hearings held under this section
will be consolidated insofar as prac-
ticable with hearings held by other
agencies.

(3) For the purposes of this subpart,
involved applicant, licensee or permittee
means an applicant, licensee or per-
mittee the status of whose application,
license, permit or activities conducted
under the license or permit may be al-
tered by the Administrator as a result
of proceedings under this subpart.

(b) Decision to hold a hearing. When-
ever the Administrator finds that a for-
mal hearing is required by the provi-
sions of this part or 15 CFR part 970, he
will provide for a formal hearing. Upon
deciding to hold a formal hearing, the
Administrator will refer the proceeding
to the Department of Commerce Office
of Administrative Law Judges for as-

15 CFR Ch. IX (1-1-02 Edition)

signment to an Administrative Law
Judge to serve as presiding officer for
the hearing.

(c) Notice of formal hearing. (1) The
Administrator will publish notice of
the formal hearing in the Federal Reg-
ister at least 15 days before the begin-
ning of the hearing, and will send writ-
ten notice by registered or certified
mail to any involved applicant, Ili-
censee or permittee and to all persons
who submitted written comments upon
the action in question, or who testified
at any prior informal hearing on the
action or who filed a request for the
formal hearing under this part or 15
CFR part 970.

(2) Notice of a formal hearing will in-
clude, among other things:

(i) Time and place of the hearing and
the name of the presiding judge, as de-
termined under paragraph (b) of this
section;

(ii) The name and address of the per-
son(s) requesting the formal hearing or
a statement that the formal hearing is
being held by order of the Adminis-
trator;

(iii) The issues in dispute which are
to be resolved in the formal hearing;

(iv) The due date for filing a written
request to participate in the hearing in
accordance with paragraphs (f)(2) and
(£)(3) of this section; and

(v) Reference to any prior informal
hearing from which the issues to be de-
termined arose.

(d) Powers and duties of the administra-
tive law judge. In addition to the powers
enumerated in 15 CFR part 904. Subpart
C, judges will have the power to:

(1) Regulate the course of the hearing
and the conduct of the parties, inter-
ested persons and others submitting
evidence, including but not limited to
the power to require the submission of
part or all of the evidence in written
form if the judge determines a party
will not be prejudiced thereby, and if
otherwise in accordance with law;

(2) Rule upon requests submitted in
accordance with paragraph (f)(2) of this
section to participate as a party, or re-
quests submitted in accordance with
paragraph (f)(3) of this section to par-
ticipate as an interested person in a
proceeding, by allowing, denying, or
limiting such participation; and
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